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Blackburn Area News and Reports

by Laura Dudas, President of BCA

It’s been several months since we concluded
the community hall expansion survey and I wanted
to provide an update as to how we have been using
the information provided us by the community to
establish a plan for our future. 

As you may recall, the surveys were resoundingly
in favour of moving forward with an expansion to
the existing hall, situated at 190 Glen Park Drive.
Among the main structural features residents
expressed an interest in adding to the hall were a
bigger kitchen that could accommodate larger
events, smaller rooms where residents could
reserve space for meetings, a larger space that can
be sub-divided and more storage space.

Anyone who has used the existing hall is aware of its beauty, but also its limitations. Since the hall is quite
literally, a one-room hall, only one group can use it at a time. This means that we have to turn away other
residents who are interested in using the space at times when another group has already booked it. 

Using the word  “cramped”  to describe the kitchen is an understatement. Squeezing more than a few
people in the kitchen at a time is a difficult task to say the least. Some residents have expressed interest
in cooking lessons, or holding large parties at the hall, but decide to go elsewhere because of the tight
confines of the kitchen.  And the community groups that regularly use the hall find that the current
storage situation is inadequate. 

Some of you may remember that when this hall was originally built in 1998, the plan was for a larger
structure with more community amenities. It was scaled back for reasons of cost, not for lack of need.

These are just a few reasons why members of the BCA’s community hall expansion sub-committee are
examining the options and will be getting back to you in the coming months with a plan that reflects the
needs of those who live in our community. 

Community Hall Expansion Survey
The results are in and we are examining options

Enthusiastic fans of Jan’s Workout and the Blackburn Community Hall.
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Taken from the 2011 President’s

Report delivered by Laura Dudas

at the Annual General Meeting

on Feb. 16, 2012

Last year, I reflected on 2010—a year I
categorized as being one of change,
largely experienced within the ranks of
the BCA itself as some of our long-
standing directors stepped down,
making way for a new generation of
volunteers to take over director
positions. 

In 2011, drawing upon this
combination of enthusiasm and
experience at the board level, we saw
an influx of new programming for all
ages, additional supports provided to
existing community initiatives, and
we expanded our ability to inform
and engage the community through
new methods of advertising and
through a revamped website and
signage. Here are a few of the many
events and programs we offered to
the community in 2011:

Friday night youth drop-in—
Partnered with the Eastern Ontario
Resource Centre to offer Friday night
drop-ins for pre-teens and teenagers
in our community. Invested $4,500 in
the pilot project that enabled the
youth drop-in to provide this
valuable service to our young people.

Santa Pancake Breakfast—The
extremely popular annual breakfast
was continued by the BCA during a
well-attended event at our
community hall.

We supported the following groups
through reduced costs associated
with using the community hall:
Seniors’ Bridge Group, Jan’s
Workout, Blackburn 50+ Club,
Dappo Foundation, Boy Scouts,
EORC, Global Childcare Services. 

Funding was provided in support of
Dappo Family Fun Day, organized
by the Dappo Foundation,  Ecole Ste.
Marie for a community garden
project and local blood clinics held at
local schools. 

The BCA hosts the annual Fun Fair,
a community-focused event that
brings neighbours together as well
as the following: 

• Community garage sale •  Yard-care
community seminar • Hockey Day in
the Hamlet • Outdoor rinks and
park cleanup • Various environmen-
tal initiatives • The BCA publishes
the Banar newsletter and hosts a
website filled with community infor-
mation • Funds are provided for local
non-profit community groups to run
programming in our community •
Advocacy on behalf of area residents
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President’s  Message

Blackburn Hamlet is known across the region for being a friendly, active and progressive community. Please show your
support for the Blackburn Community Association by purchasing your $10 family membership. The membership fee helps
pay for the BANAR and many of the other exciting projects. 
� Please contact me as I am interested in volunteering in the community.
� I would like to support the BCA by buying a membership. Included is a $10 cheque made out to “BCA”. 

Mail to: Blackburn Community Association, P.O. Box 47062, Ottawa, ON, K1B 5B0 

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________ Tel: ______________________

BCA Membership — The community appreciates your support. 

2011 BCA Annual (cont’d on pg 18)
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New Name and Location
for Blackburn Food Bank
Welcome to the Lifecentre Food Bank, the new food bank
that will be located at 2675 Innes Road in the Innes Road Plaza
near Emily Carr School.  The hours for food distribution will be
Thursdays 10-12 a.m. and 6-8 p.m. The new director, Michel
Castilloux, will be happy to receive your donations.

Special thanks go to Bob and
Pauline Giroux who have directed
the Joseph Storehouse Food Bank
since March of 2005. The couple and
several volunteers  provided nutrious
food including juice boxes and snacks
for school lunches,  Christmas
hampers with turkeys and a voucher

for produce as well as new gifts for children and funds for the
Snowsuit Foundation. One caring neighbour baked gingerbread
cookies for the children. Others were generous with gifts, food
and much needed money donations. Bob and Pauline would like
to thank the community for embracing the need to fight hunger
and feed hope. Pauline would also like to assure us that the food
bank is in good hands and that they are enjoying retirement.
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Blackburn Community Association
Mailing address: P.O. Box 47062, Ottawa K1B 5B0

www.blackburnhamlet.ca

2011 BCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Laura Czekaj Dudas . . . . . . . . . . . . . 613-282-4139

Vice President Annick Laporte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 613-834-4030
Treasurer Al Ross  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-837-1504
Secretary Sheryl Tracy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-858-4124

Community Relations Charles Kennedy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 613-837-6338
Communications Chris Fraser  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Environment Paula Rosenquist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 613-824-5062
Seniors Al Haggerty  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-824-4664

Recreation and Parks Ali Yassine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-866-3126
Education/Youth Amie Duquette  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 613-762-8878

Website Helen Rosseau . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 613-834-8661
Membership Jeff Miller  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-720-7653

Standing Committees/Representatives
Banar Evelyn Budd  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 613-824-9707

Community Hall Jan Whitehouse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 613-830-8644
Fun Fair, Chair Trisha Cloutier  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 613-424-3020

City Liaison Suzanne Sanford  . . . . . . . . . .613-580-2424x29316

The BANAR is published and distributed by the Blackburn Community Association
five times a year to all residents and businesses in Blackburn Hamlet. 

Articles can be sent in the body of an e-mail or in Microsoft Word to
ev@buddgraphics.com. Illustrations and pictures must be high resolution
(300dpi). The editor reserves the right to make changes. 

Boxed Ads: Sizes (Dimensions are shown in inches, wide x high)
Prices for individual ad and the 10% discount package (5 ads) (No taxes)
BC • 2.4 w x 2.75 h / 3.65 w x 1.75 h: $40/issue ($180 package)
1/6 page • 3.65 w x 2.75 h / 4.95 w x 2 h: $60/issue ($270 package)
1/4 page • 4.95 w x 2.75 h / 3.65 w x 4.25 h: $80/issue ($360 package)
1/3 page• 3.65 w x 5.25 h / 4.95 w x 4 h: $100/issue ($450 package)
1/2 page • 7.5 w x 4.25 h / 4.95 w x 6.25 h: $140/issue ($630 package)
2/3 page • 4.95 w x 9.272 h: $200/issue ($900 package)
Full page • 7.5 x 10 h: $300/issue ($1350 package)
Business Profile: $170 (7.5 w x 4.75 h)
Classified ads/per issue: 20 words or less $10; 50¢ for each additional word.

Ads are to to be the correct size, camera ready or in Photoshop (300 dpi),
Illustrator, Quarkxpress or a PDF file. There is an additional cost for changes or if
the ad needs to be designed or files created. 

Business Profile: Free write-up with 1st time annual subscribers of 1/4 page and up
ads. Please send in a rough draft written in the 3rd person. The edited article will be
approx. 350 words with a high res photo. Value $175.

Payment: By cheque, credit card or cash Payment must be made by the
deadline date (see dates below). Cheques are payable to “BCA”. Mail/hand
delivery address: Banar, 5729 Kemplane Court, Ottawa K1W 1B8. Please e-mail
ev@buddpublishing.com for more information. 

The Blackburn Community Association/Budd Graphics Inc. does not endorse or
guarantee products or services advertised in the Banar or take responsibility for
the print or web quality or legalities of photos and artwork provided by
advertisers or outside sources in the Banar or on the BCA website.

Distribution: Circulation 4,000. Delivered to Blackburn homes and businesses
by local community groups. Also available at the Blackburn Library, Shoppers
Drug Mart and Metro while quantities last. 

BANAR DEADLINE / DELIVERY DATES
DEADLINE May 9 / DELIVERY May 26-29 

DEADLINE August 15 / DELIVERY September 8-12 
DEADLINE Oct 18 / DELIVERY Nov 6-10

Please verify dates on the BCA website for time sensitive ads. 

GROUPS EARN $250–$350 BY DOING A
BANAR DELIVERY

Opportunities for groups (ages 12+) to earn $250 (April, June, Sept,

Nov) or $350 (Feb) by delivering the Banar to homes and businesses

in Blackburn.The June issue is delivered to additional stores and outlets

outside of Blackburn. Maps with 16 routes are available to organize the

delivery and is a one-and-half to two-hour commitment with sixteen

persons. Please email ev@buddpublishing.com for more information.

Blackburn  Community
Assoc iat ion  On–l ine

Your resource for what, who and where things are happening in
and around Blackburn Hamlet are available on-line at the BCA
website. Organizations and Blackburn businesses are invited to list
their website/email link. Go to: www.blackburnhamlet.ca

Check out the BCA Facebook page by going to
www.Facebook.com and typing “Blackburn Hamlet
Community Association” in the search box. 



by Trisha Cloutier

This year’s Fun Fair will soon be
here and we are well on the way to
making it better than ever.  Our team
of dedicated Fun Fair enthusiasts are
having a great time planning and
organizing this event for the
community.  

The plan for Friday night, June 1st, is
action packed with the BMX,
skateboard demonstration and hip-
hop dancers stepping up to show us
their moves. We hope to have some
musical talent to show us what they
have as well.  A small stage will be
set up for those interested in coming
forward.  Friday night is being
organized by Stephanie Ceasar
Young from the Eastern Ontario
Resource Centre.  If any young
person in Blackburn is interested in
helping her, please email Stephanie at
Stephanie.Ceasar@eorc-gloucester.ca 

We are looking for a group of volunteers
willing to help us with the breakfast. The
pancake breakfast has always been a
great way to start the day.

After a nice breakfast you will want
to find a place to watch the amazing
parade that Sherri Piercey is
planning this year.  If your business
or community group would like to
take part in the parade please contact
Sherri at sherripiercey @gmail.com.
Once again we will be collecting
non-perishable food items or
donations for Blackburn’s
Lifecentre Food Bank.  We have
started this tradition to keep us all in
the spirit of what it means to be a
community.  “Community is people

helping people” (Katie Murphy, 2011
fun fair theme winner).  There will
also be a collection bin for non-
perishable food items on the
fairgrounds throughout the weekend.

The community games are back again
this year.  We will have family
activities, children’s competitions, and
silly challenges for every age.  This
activity is free and open to everyone.
The tug-of-war competitions between
our Blackburn banks (TD & BMO)
are very entertaining and will be back.
We are still looking for someone to
be the community games co-ordinator.
If you have some great ideas and
would like to help with this important
activity please contact us and get
involved. 

Once again the arena will have a
local business showcase, silent
auction, and used-book table.  If you
would like your business to be a part
of this year’s showcase contact Jeff
Miller for details at:
Jeff@JeffMillerRealEstate.ca.  The
main attraction in the arena this year
will be some special “guests” from
Ray’s Reptiles.  They will have a
reptile zoo on display all day
Saturday and will also put on two
demonstration shows.  

The community Silent Auction will
be organized by Tonya Fish and
Sally Quinn. We are expecting this
year’s silent auction to be bigger and
better than ever before.  You can help
us with our high expectations by
contributing items to the auction.

As always the stage will be available
to show off our community’s

impressive talent.  If you enjoy
dancing, singing, stand-up comedy,
or you have a band that would like to
be a part of our stage line-up please
contact our Entertainment Co-
ordinator Mike Murphy at
infoblackburnfair@gmail.com 

Another fun attraction will be the Pet
Pride event that will be held on
Sunday June 3rd from 1 to 2:30pm.
Dress up the dog and the kids to
match, pick a theme and be as creative
as you wish.  There will be contests
and rewards for all competitors who
have the Blackburn pooch with the
longest/shortest tail, biggest ears,
tallest dog, smallest, best trick, or most
obedient pet?  This event will be run
by students and once again co-
ordinated by Kayla Dudas.

And finally, if there are any people in
Blackburn who have some extra time
and tons of community spirit, don’t
hesitate to join the Fun Fair team.
The more the merrier, the bigger the
team, the better the Fun Fair!  Get
your business and staff involved to
organize, host, or sponsor a specific
event.  We still have some important
positions that still need to be filled.  If
you think that you are up to the job,
please let us know!  We are also
looking for student volunteers, so if
you know any teens that need to put
in their community hours, please let
them know that they are needed.
They can join up with friends and
volunteers as a team to have lots of
fun working together.

Fun Fair Chair, Trisha Cloutier can be
reached at trisha-cloutier@rogers.com.
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Fun Fair coming June 1st, 2nd, & 3rd

Blackburn Fun Fair
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Councillor’s Corner

by Councillor Rainer Bloess

April always brings not only warmer weather but also the
inevitable urge to tidy up in anticipation of the upcoming
summer season in the great and glorious outdoors.  For the
City, it marks the launch of an annual street cleaning
marathon with all city streets, sidewalks, medians and bus
stop pads given a once-over.  Sweeping is followed by flushing
with water then vacuuming to remove dust, debris and sand
that has accumulated over the winter.  Expect to see trucks at
any hour as crews work twenty-four hours a day to get the job
done as quickly as possible to reduce the impact on residents
and businesses. Please refrain from raking or blowing leaves,
lawn clippings or other debris onto the roadway which is in
direct violation of the Use and Care of Roads bylaw.

April will also see sleeves rolled up for the 2012 Spring
Cleaning the Capital Campaign. Registrations are well
underway for this extremely successful annual program that
encourages schools, neighbourhood organizations and
associations, businesses, families, friends and individuals to
register outdoor cleanup projects that help to keep our City
clean and green again this year. The community clean-up in

Blackburn will take place on April 21st (the rain date is April
28); this is your opportunity to contribute to a cleaner Hamlet.

April also brings more transit service changes and
adjustments to take effect starting Sunday, April 22,
and Monday, April 23. OC Transpo schedules are routinely
adjusted four times a year—April, June, September, and
December to improve reliability and service.  Of particular
interest to Hamlet bus riders are additional trips that will be
provided on route 94 to increase capacity during peak times.

On another front, there is good news from the N.C.C.’s
recently released Master Plan Report on Land Use
which is intended to update the 1996 Greenbelt Master Plan.
The report suggests a “conservative and gradual
transformation” of the Greenbelt with the addition of forest
plantation lands and enhancement in the form of increased
buffers and ecological linkages.  None of the options negatively
impact our own area and our enjoyment of the Greenbelt but
the consultation results confirm once again that stakeholders
want greenspace maintained, increased and improved and
have real concerns about a loss of control over any current
Greenbelt lands.   Stay tuned as this review evolves.

Spring Cleaning, Transit Tweaking on April Horizon
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12th Annual Spring Clean Up! 
Join in on Saturday,April 21st
Cleaning the Capital is a citywide
cleanup campaign that occurs in the
spring and fall of every year. Residents
come together as a community and
combine efforts to make our city clean
and green.  

This year is Blackburn Hamlet’s 12th

annual Spring Clean Up!  We hope you
can join us on Saturday, April 21 at
9:30 a.m. in front of the Blackburn
Community Hall (190 Glenpark Drive)
to make this yearly community event a
success. 

Families, seniors, and high school
volunteers are all welcome.  After all your
hard work, be sure to plan to join us for
a BBQ complements of the Blackburn
Community Association, and group
photo for all volunteers at 11:30 a.m.  

We will provide garbage bags, latex
gloves and a suggested area for litter
pick-up.  If you want, bring your own
gloves to help keep you fingers warm
and dry!  Bring along a reusable coffee
mug if you’d like to enjoy a warm
beverage while you  “work”.  

Don’t forget your Household
Batteries: Please bring your used
household batteries to the Community
Hall on the day of the clean-up.  Rainer
Bloess will ensure that these batteries
make it into the City’s battery recycling
program.  

Hope to see you there!  Please note that
the rain date is April 28 at 9:30 a.m. For
more information, please contact Barb
Sweazey at 613-845-0861 or at
bsweazey@ rogers.com.   
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Community Events

Blackburn
Garage Sale
Saturday, May 5th

Rain date
Sunday, May 6th

Bargains aside, garage sales can
also be a fun and social event. It's a great
way to recycle and to meet people in
your own neighbourhood. So remember
to relax and have fun. 

Tips for the day: A wise shopper will
barter. If you are a buyer, remember that
too much haggling can lose you the sale
and be down right insulting. If you are a
seller remember that retail prices are not
an option since people are looking for a
bargain. 

Any unsold items you wish to giveaway
should be placed on the curb after 4 p.m.
Have a great day!
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The Blackburn Community Association celebrated the Family Day long
weekend by throwing a community event on Saturday, February 18 celebrating
both the great Canadian sport of hockey and local families at the outdoor rink
at the Norman Johnston Alternative School.

Hockey games and challenges were held on the large rink and on the puddle
rink there were plenty of activities and games for players of all ages and skill
levels on the puddle rink. Refreshments included coffee, hot chocolate,
hamburgers, hotdogs and snacks. Lots of fun and entertainment! A collection
box was also available for donations for the Lifecentre Food Bank. 
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Celebrating winter in the Hamlet
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Hockey Day

Spring is here!

Visit our website and Facebook page to

see the new and exciting varieties for 2012!

www.buddgardens.com
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Blackburn Schools

Preparing children for full day kindergarten
In September 2012,  English elementary schools in
Blackburn Hamlet will be offering full day Kindergarten.
(École catholique Saint-Marie offered full days in 2011). This
change promises to be both exciting and challenging for our
children, all of whom develop in different ways and at different
rates. To help parents prepare their children for this transition,
the Ontario Ministry of Education's abc123 site has outlined
the following  “10 tips to get your child ready for school”.

1. Get familiar with the school. Before the first day of school,
visit the school with your child so that the route, the building,
and school surroundings become familiar.

2. Start the routine early. About a week or so before the start of
school, begin putting your child to bed at a normal time for a
school night. For a week before school starts, be sure your child
then gets up, dressed, and fed like a regular school morning.

3. Practise sharing. Give your child all kinds of opportunities
to be with other kids, to learn to share, wait, and take turns.
That's what school is all about.

4. Children should dress themselves. You won't be at school to
help your child get ready for the outdoors. Encourage children
to practise at home putting on and taking off their own jacket,
snowpants, boots, etc.

5. Dress your child accordingly. Your child is going to be active
at school. Choose clothes and shoes that are comfortable and
durable. Give your child outdoor clothing for all types of
weather.

6. Teach the importance of listening. School means being able
to listen. Kids need to understand and practise listening,
things like: look at who is talking, don't interrupt, and think
about what is being said.

7. Learn at home. Include learning in your child's everyday
life. For example, a child can practise by reading package labels
or weighing produce while shopping. Read to your child. Play
word or counting games.

8. Develop young muscles. Give your child every opportunity
to exercise and develop larger muscles by running, climbing,
playing with a ball, etc. Smaller hand muscles can be
strengthened with Play-Dough®, pencils, and crayons.

9. Set "at home" ground rules. Figure out priorities for after-
school activities, homework, chores, TV time, and video games

before the first day of school. This will allow you to agree on
a schedule and avoid confrontation later on.

10. Encourage questions. Give your child the confidence to
ask questions in all situations. Let your child know that it's
OK to tell the teacher if something is hard to understand.

These skills are learned in a combination of settings including
home, good quality preschool programs, and other group
settings such as library and exercise programs.

The change to full day Kindergarten in September  means that
the programs at the Blackburn Hamlet Preschool
will also be changing to better support the needs of
parents and children in the neighbourhood.
Blackburn Hamlet Preschool will continue to offer their
morning and afternoon programs and summer camps and
will also offer an extended morning program (8:30 a.m. -12:30
p.m.) and a before and after school program for children in
JK, SK and Grade 1 at Glen Ogilvie and Good Shepherd
schools. For more information visit www.bhps.ca or call (613)
824-3251.



by George Bushell

Last year, Blackburn’s
community garden association
celebrated its 30th anniversary. During
the early 1970s, the NCC’s east-end
allotment garden program was
renting nearly 700 plots. The gardens
were spread out at several locations—
just south of Orient Park Dr, north of
Renaud Rd, east of Weir Rd and west
of Anderson Rd.  However, by the
winter of 1981, plot rental in this area
was down to only 200 gardens—a
similar decrease in demand had
occurred throughout the national
capital region, as well.  As a result, the
NCC shut down the program.
Luckily, though, a few gardeners at
the Orient and Weir Rd sites still
wanted to grow organic vegetables, so

after a few meetings during the winter
of 1981 between some volunteer
gardeners and the City of Gloucester,
the City agreed to maintain the
program for the 1981 season if the
gardeners would organize, collect fees
and manage the gardens from then
on.  The first annual general meeting
was held on October 6th, 1981.

One of the biggest challenges at the
Anderson site over the last 30 years
was the surge in wild animals living
around the garden plots.  Deer,
racoons, rabbits and groundhogs
started to eat almost all garden
produce by about 2005, and many
gardeners at this site started to give up
their plots.  Luckily, our local
Councillor, Rainer Bloess, the City of
Ottawa staff and Just Food provided a

grant that allowed the Association to
construct an animal protective fence
around the site.  Since that time, plots
have actually been added to the site
and all are being rented.  In addition,
the Ottawa-Carleton Wildlife Centre
presented the Association with an
Environmental Award for adopting a
solution that allows both gardeners
and wildlife to exist peacefully
together.  Demand has also increased
at the Orient site during the last few
years and additional plots were added
to this site in 2010.  The Association’s
total plot numbers are now up to 270
from 200 in 1981; and will continue to
rise when approval is received from
the NCC to add more plots on the
former Budd market gardening site.

The Association is responsible for the
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Blackburn community allotment garden association 
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Gloucester Allotment Garden Association

BELOW ZERO 
HEATING and AIR CONDITIONING LTD. 

INSTALLATIONS AND REPAIRS

Natural Gas, Oil, Wood and Propane

Visit our new website at

www.BelowZeroHvac.ca

Call for you FREE Estimate Today!
613-841-5290



operation and maintenance of the
gardens.  It must perform the
registration, collect fees, till the plots,
complete the staking, transport and
distribute the compost, cut the grass
on pathways and perform the fall
clean-up.  The City maintains the
access roadways, blows the water lines
each fall, supplies the compost, and
funds one-time upgrades and
maintenance projects.  This
partnership works very well, and all
gardeners hope the next 30 years will
be as enjoyable and successful as the
last three decades have been.
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Gloucester Allotment Garden Association

still growing strong after 30 years
Pictured in photo: George Bushell with gardeners
preparing gardens beds at the Orient Park
allotment gardens.

See Upcoming Organic Gardening/Yard
Care Workshops sponsored by the
Canadian Organic Growers on page 25.

Cabaret-style Performance
on May 19th and 20th
Les Chansonniers d’Ottawa and
Les Balladins du dimanche
d’Edmundston are proud to present Si
on chantait ensemble, a cabaret-style
performance to be held at École
secondaire publique Gisèle-Lalonde,
500, Millenium Boulevard (close to Trim
Road in Orleans) May 19th and 20th
2012.  Doors open at 7 p.m. and show
starts at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets: 35 $ for adults,
25 $ for 18 years and under.  Desert and
coffee will be served. Cash bar.  Tickets
can be reserved by e-mail at
Spectacle@LesChansonniersOttawa.co
m, or by calling 613-834-3853.
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Congratulations 
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Royal Galipeau, MP/ député
Ottawa–Orléans

Royal Galipeau, MP / député
OTTAWA–ORLÉANS

255 Centrum, Orléans K1E 3W3
613-834-1800 • galipr1@parl.gc.ca

Service!
Please contact me
with any of your
federal concerns.

Action!
Prière de m’appeler
pour toute question
d’affaires fédérales
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Three young ladies from
Blackburn Hamlet, Jessica and
Abby Wilson and Chelsea Hampson,
will have the journey of a lifetime in
August when they travel to England,
Belgium and France to sing with the
renowned Christ Church Cathedral
Girls Choir.  This group of 32 young
ladies was established 10 years ago by
their music director, Tim Piper,  and
during that period  have received many
accolades singing at  state and
ceremonial events. They have toured
major cities in Canada and Washington,
DC and recently recorded their 14th CD
with well known Canadian soloists,
Erin Wall, Julie Nesrallah and Shannon
Mercer.  They sang  for the Queen at the
opening of the Museum of Nature in

2010. This February, as part of the
celebrations for the Queen's Diamond
Jubilee they sang for the unveiling of the
stained glass window in the foyer of the
Senate of Canada.  Their recent concert
in March of the Faure Requiem was the
icing on the cake before they prepare

material for their oversea’s tour.  They
will sing three services at Westminster
Abbey and will be resident choir at
Canterbury Cathedral for a week before
journeying to Belgium where they have
been invited to sing the daily ceremony
at the Menin Gate at Ypres.  Their tour
will conclude with a performance at
Vimy, France.  

Their proud parents  are long time
residents of Blackburn Hamlet - Diana
and Rob Wilson, Brad and Miriam
Hampson and grandparents Garth and
Eleanor Hampson and Will Wilson and
the late Liz Wilson.

Congratulations girls. What a great
experience!

Local girls to sing at Westminster Abbey
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Cancer Fundraiser

by Bill Horne

Many of you will recall the eight
years, from 2003 to 2010, that
Blackburn Hamlet had its own
Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation
CIBC Run for the Cure. We had a good
run, and raised almost $150,000 for
cancer research. However, we had
some issues with the national Run for
the Cure organization, and we did not
hold the event in 2011. But you can’t
keep a great bunch of dedicated
people down, and we are now back
with a bigger and better event: 

To many, it might look much the same:
same pleasant course through the
Hamlet, same start and end point and
time, (Blackburn Community Centre, 9
a.m.), same incredible support of the
local business community, etc. But this
time, we have partnered with the
Ottawa Hospital Foundation, and
all proceeds will stay in Ottawa, in the
Ottawa Hospital’s fight against
cancer that affects so many of our
colleagues. 

We are really excited about this
opportunity: we expect you will be
able to register on-line and also solicit
sponsors on-line. All sponsor
contributions are eligible for a tax
receipt. We are the same organizing
team from previous events, bolstered
by several new and very enthusiastic
additional team members. The team
includes Lynn and Eric Sewell, Dannie
and Bill Horne, Sue Walsh, Pam
Thornton, Michelle Cliff, Jeff
McDonald, Kathy McFarland,
Christine Greenlaw-Dolan, Andrew
Greenlaw, Rainer Bloess, Marty Dolan

and Paul Vanbruinessen. We’ll be back
again in the Fun Fair parade and we
will keep you informed via the BANAR
and  on the www.blackburnhamlet.ca
website for progress and exciting new
additions to this event. If you’d like to
help out with organizing, please
contact Lynn Sewell, at 613.837.4792
or lynnstravel@rogers.com

If you are one of our very loyal
participants from previous years, from

Blackburn or wherever, we deeply
appreciate your support, and hope you
will come out again, with your friends
and family, and make the 2012 event a
true blockbuster.

Blackburn joins Ottawa Hospital’s fight against cancer
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Blackburn Cancer Chase

5k walk/run

Sunday October 14th, 9 a.m.



Stop by the library and be sure
to check out our gardening and
home decorating magazines to prepare
yourself for spring cleaning and for
freshening up tips.

Have you received an ebook reader
over the holiday season? If you did
and you need some help downloading
ebooks from our catalogue, please visit
the Info Desk. 

If you know of any teens that would
like to participate in our Teen Advisory
Group (TAG), which includes writing
book reviews, planning activities in the
branch and gaining volunteer hours by
coming to our monthly meetings,
please have them contact Elle or
Michel at the branch.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 
*Registration Required

Call 613-824-6926 x 224 or visit
www.biblioottawalibrary.ca

Every Child Ready to Read…
Bilingual (0-18 mths)

Babytime 
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. (30 min.) 
March 28-April 25 (Session 2)
Bilingual (18-35 mths)

Toddlertime
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. (30 min.)
March 29-April 26 (Session 2)

OTHER PROGRAMS 
Game On / Aux jeux!
Last Thursday of the month, 3:30 p.m. 
Roll the dice, pick a suit or grab a
nunchuk! Come play cards, board
games or Wii with us!  Ages 7-12. 

ADULT PROGRAMS
Round Table and Tea Bookchat
Monday April 16th, 2 p.m.
A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson

Computer Tutorials with Michel
Basic computer, Internet and Library
catalogue tutorials. Please call the
branch to book a one-on-one
appointment.

Homeschooling Learning Circle 
Join a relaxed, medium-structured
group, open to Ottawa-area
homeschoolers.  Includes circle
sharing time, reading and discussion.
Topic-based sharing time and activities
are planned by involved families.
Social time for children and parents.
Tuesdays every week from 1:30 p.m. to
3:30 pm.

Spring Gardening with Neil Ritchie
Please register to join this discussion
on gardening.  Neil Ritchie of  Ritchie
Feed n’ Seed will be joining us
Wednesday, April 18th, 7 p.m. to
answer your gardening questions.
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Blackburn Library

Library programs this spring
on political matters impacting our
community.

In addition to programming, our board
directors attended meetings held by
the National Capital Commission
pertaining to the Greenbelt Master
Plan and the interprovincial bridge.

I have attended meetings of the
Federation of Community Associations
and a association of east end
community associations addressing
the interprovincial bridge issue.

Additionally, the BCA is responsible for
administering the City-owned
community hall and this year we will
be launching a large scale fundraising
campaign to raise funds to build an
expansion to the existing building to
better serve the needs of our
community. Several members of this
board, myself included and interested
parties from the community, meet
monthly to plan for this expansion as
part of a BCA sub-committee. 

All of this hard work over the past year
was the result of the dedication of this
board of directors and our sub-
committee chairs that never seem to
tire of going the extra mile to help their
community. Based on the eagerness
and commitment of these Blackburn
Community Association directors, the
community will continue to benefit
from the passion of these volunteers
for years to come.

Laura Dudas

2011 BCA Annual General
Meeting Report (cont’d from pg 3)

Blackburn Community Association events and
the lastest info can also be found at www.
blackburnhamlet.ca and on FACEBOOK.



by Pamela E. Bain

What do Crazy Hair Day,
Red/White/Pink Day, Hawaiian
Movie Day, and PJ and Teddy Bear Day
have in common?  Combine them with
a staff versus student sporting event, a
day of fun outdoor winter activity
which included sliding, relay races,
hoola hoop games, snowshoeing, tug
of war, add delicious hot chocolate,
garnish with parent volunteers, and
sprinkle with eager students and
energetic staff, and you have the 7th
Annual Polar Days Celebration at Glen
Ogilvie Public School.  The anticipation
began to build in January—would we
have enough snow (we hoped), would
it be a 'no bus' snow day (oh, no!),
would it be too icy?  In the end, over

400 students and the entire staff
delighted in the competitive and
cooperative activities that capped off

our version of Winterlude in the
Hamlet, February 13th through 16th.
See you next year!
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Glen Ogilvie Winterlude

Fun at the 7th Annual Polar Days Celebration

The publishing industry has blown wide open for

authors to successfully self-publish. In Just ten weeks, we can

make you a published author. Contact Evelyn and find out how

you can make it happen.  

buddpublishing
Tel: 613-824-9707 • Email: ev@buddpublishing.com

www.buddpublishing.com

Make 2012 THE year that you
become a published author!
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Senior Activities 

Don't miss the Spring Pot Luck Dinner at the
Blackburn Community Hall on April 15th at 6:00 p.m. Please
call Julie Kisch at 613-824-3778 if you plan to attend. Seating
space is limited so an early call would be appreciated.

The Blackburn Hamlet Fifty Plus Group now meets for Pub
Night the fourth Sunday of every month at D'Arcy McGee's,
260 Centrum Blvd., Orleans at 6:00 p.m. RSVP to Julie Kisch
at 613-824-3778 if you wish to attend or require further
information.

Bridge Lessons are held Monday afternoons from 1-4 pm at
the Blackburn Hamlet Community Hall starting March 19.
Participants are welcome to join any time. The cost will be $8-
$12 per person depending upon the number of participants.
For further Information, please contact Sarah Cloutier at 613-
841-4114.

Fifty Plus Group adding bridge lessons to mix of fun

Left to Right: Willis Hebb, Nancy Hebb, Julie Kisch, Gladys Kilpatrick, Gerry
Tompkins, Ernie Mayer, Ruth Mayer, Rene Cloutier



Corkery Road is a four-piece
Celtic band that specializes in high-
energy, infectious,traditional music.
They will playing at Rothwell United
Church, 42 Sumac Road on  Friday,
April 20th at 7:30 p.m. With a repertoire
ranging from familiar pub songs to wild
and dramatic historic tales, Corkery
Road offers music that is sure to please
even the most diverse audience.

Slip back in time through melodies that
shaped our heritage. Hear the voices of
the far-flung Celtic peoples who shaped
this land, from Newfoundland to the
Ottawa Valley. Listen to stories of
whaling, logging, emigration, pining for
home, and having a good time in the
midst of hardships.

Refreshments, door prizes, free parking.
Cost is $15 per person and tickets may
be purchased by calling Bob at 613-833-
2685 or Bill at 613-824-3666.
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Musical Event

Bringing new life and energy to traditional celtic music
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John Fife, Jennifer Hoy,Charles Dunlap and Gord Manuel of the Corkery Road band will be playing on
April 20th at Rothwell United Church. You’ll feel up-lifted by the rhythms and melodies, energized by
the beat, and roused and haunted by the voices of the singers.
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Coming Events
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Blackburn Hamlet Massage Therapy

Ease your pain...
Reduce your stress...

Learn to relax...

& Registered massage therapists
& Thai hot stem massage
& Hot stone massage

Gift certificates for all occasions
Covered by Insurance & Extended Health Plans 

2559 Innes Road, Suite # 8 • 613-841-2382

Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha Elementary Catholic
School Celebrates 25 Years
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha School was opened at 6400
Beausejour Drive in Orleans on April 29, 1987 and will be
celebrating its 25th anniversary on Thursday April 26. Events
planned include a Mass held in the school gym in the morning
and an Open House from 6 to 8 p.m. The Open House will
include the opening of the 25-year-old TIME CAPSULE and
the assembly of a new one for a 2037 opening. We are
delighted to invite the community and particularly former staff
and students to our celebrations.  Please call the school at 613-
830-2454 for further details.

Good Shepherd Parish Annual Garage Sale May 5th
From 8 a.m. to 1p.m. Good Shepherd Parish will host its
annual giant garage sale. This year all proceeds will go to the
Church Landscaping Project and Life Centre Food Bank. The
key to success for this endeavour is having lots of quality
things to sell and members of the community can help by
donating useful items and coming out to find some bargains.
Books, children's clothing, toys, working electronics, sports
equipment, household items and tools, etc are good sellers.
Unfortunately we cannot accept tires, large furniture, major
appliances or CRT monitors that are not part of a complete
working computer. If you don't have enough items for your
own garage sale, please consider donating a few goodies to
our sale. Donations can be dropped off at the Church, 3092
Innes Road,  Friday, May 4th between 1 and 7:30 p.m. Any
questions call Cliff Seibel  613 837-2869 or Gerry Tompkins
613 830-4751.

Benefit Garage Sale & BBQ on May 5th  
Something for everyone— babies to seniors. New and used
handbags, toys, bikes, books, household items, outdoor items.
What you want, we've got! Staff from La Cité Collégiale will
be on site for anyone seeking a new career. Held at the Eglise
Nouvel Espoir, 2224 Innes Road (west of the Hamlet).

For information, contact Jan Quinn 613-590-9995
www.jansworkout.ca

27 years in Blackburn Hamlet!

Quality Aerobics
Strength Training • Yoga Programs

Pilates • Seated Fitness
All classes held at the 

Blackburn Community Hall
Registration is ongoing

Bring your friends and neighbours 
for a fun workout.
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Coming Events

New at the Blackburn Tennis Club!
This season the Blackburn Tennis Club will be implementing
an innovative new program for Juniors called "Progressive
Tennis". For years European countries such as France and
Belgium have used this program to develop young players,
many of whom are on the pro tour today.  The International
Tennis Federation and Ontario Tennis highly recommend
"Progressive Tennis" as the best way to keep young players
interested in the game while having more fun on the courts.

"Progressive Tennis" uses a systematic progression of court
sizes, and decompressed balls, scaling down the game
appropriately for children ages 5 - 10.  This allows players to
improve their skills faster, have longer rallies, and thus early
success on the courts. 

Our Junior Tennis Program runs in weekly sessions starting
July 2.  We also provide a full range of adult activities on our
newly resurfaced courts.  Tennis registration will be
held on April 28 and May 12 at the Clubhouse, 2669 Innes
Road, from 10 am - 2 pm.  We will be holding an Open House
on Saturday May 5, from 12 - 4 pm.  Come try out our
courts, learn about our programs, and talk tennis. For more
information go to www.blackburntennis.ca.

BlueInk Puppetry Advanced Sock-Puppet Workshop
The Blackburn Community Association is excited to be
sponsoring a puppet workshop for children ages 5+ on April
14th from 10 a.m. until noon at the Blackburn Community Hall.

Teddy Dong will start the workshop with a dab of creativity, a
pinch of inspiration, and soon the children will have
constructed their puppet character with easy-to-follow guided
instructions. Before you know it, the puppet will have a life of
its own and spring into action during an introduction to
puppeteering with a small rehearsal and performance. These
won't be your average sock puppets... they -will- follow you
home! Perfect  future puppeteers!

Teddy is a puppeteer with more than 10 years of experience in
many forms of puppetry. His university background in
Environmental Studies and Primary/Junior Education is the
foundation to his puppetry endeavour. With his environment-
themed skits, he has performed at Ontario Parks, in schools
throughout the province, and at earth-minded venues. Teddy
currently is a Member-at-Large for the Ontario Puppetry
Association, and a member of the Alliance for Children and
Television/Youth and Media Alliance.

La classe sera disponsible en français. Pre-registration required
by contacting llczekaj@yahoo.ca, or calling 613-282-4139.

BLACKBURN LODGE
Where quality retirement living is still affordable!

� Full retirement home 
service package and still 
surprisingly well priced

� Permanent and temporary stays in 
apartments, large and small suites

� Owner on-site
� Terrific staff!

2412 Cleroux Crescent (near Innes)
Call 837-7467

Full Service

Private Suites

from $1427

“Get down before you hurt yourself.”

Chiropractor: Denis Cyr, M.Sc., D.C.
Registered Massage Therapists: Madeleine Grondin, Mandy Peppler,
Martin Dumouchel, Cindy Rivard  Acupuncturist: Petia Zimovieva

Blackburn Hamlet Chiropractic Office
110 Bearbrook Road  •  613-837-6690
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Coming Events

Coro Vivo Ottawa Benefit Performance May 5th
Under the baton of Antonio Llaca, Coro Vivo Ottawa presents
Old Music of the New World, a benefit performance for
CHEO. Featuring rarely performed sacred masterworks of the
Colonial Americas which includes Peru, Mexico, Cuba and the
United States, this performance will also feature soloists Joan
Fearnley soprano, Jeffrey Boyd tenor and orchestra. Saturday
May 5, 8:30 pm, St. Joseph's Church, 174 Wilbrod Street
Ottawa. Tickets: adults $ 25, children 14 and under free,
available at CD Warehouse, Leading Note, and Compact
Music. Call 613-841-3902. www.corovivoottawa.ca. 

Fashion show April 16
Don’t miss the Annual Spring Fashion Show on Saturday,
April 14, 10 am at The Wholesale Outlet, 1877 Innes Road.
Free admission. Funds raised will go to the Canadian Breast
Cancer Network (survivor directed) and the Look Good Feel
Better program (for women who have had any cancer or who
have undergone  treatment). 

Grandmas AIDing Grandmas Card Party April 17
Once again the grandmas AIDing grandmas will be holding
their very popular card party on Tuesday April 17th with all
proceeds going to the Stephen Lewis Foundation
Grandmother Campaign. The party will be held at the Orleans
Legion, 800 Taylor Creek Dr., from 1 to 4 pm, with a light lunch
being served. Have an entertaining afternoon playing card games
or board games, and at the same time helping to give hope and
support to African grandmas raising their orphan grandchildren;
they have so little and are often the sole support for many young
orphans.

Tickets are $25 and you will have a chance to win one of an
amazing assortment of door prizes. As well, there will be a
display of colourful Kazuri jewellery from Kenya. Please call
Sally Ryan 613-824-5219 or Barbara Nolen 613-824-3524.

Promise me you'll always remember: You're braver than

you believe, and stronger than you seem, and smarter

than you think. (CHRISTOPHER ROBIN TO POOH) A.A. MILNE
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Organic Gardening/Yard Care Workshops
If you want to expand your knowledge about organic
gardening and/or eco-friendly yard care, consider registering
for one or more of the following presentations sponsored by
the Canadian Organic Growers  and presented by George
Bushell of Blackburn Hamlet at the Sandy Hill Community
Centre, 250 Somerset East; $20 per evening; 10% senior
discount. To register call 613-580-2588. 
• Wednesday, April 4, 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Principles of

Organic Gardening and  “Creating/Maintaining Organic
Soil”

• Wednesday, April 11, 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Planting Seeds
and Transplanting and Winter Storage of Fruits and Vegetables 

• Wednesday, April 18, 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  Growing Organic
Veggies and Natural Control of Weeds and Insects

•Wednesday, April 25, 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Eco-Friendly Yard
Care (lawns, flowers, fences, patios, etc.). 

For more info go to: http://www.cog.ca/chapters/ottawa.
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Coming Events

Bunning & Farnand
Barristers and Solicitors

Located in Blackburn Hamlet since 1982

� Real Estate
� Wills and Estates
� Separation and Divorce
� Personal Injury
� Business Law

613-824-0000
Alexander Mall, 110 Bearbrook Road # 204 (at Innes)

INSTANT $$$$$$$ REFUND
Personal & Small Business
Tax Return Preparation

Speedy Tax Services
207 Glen Park Drive, Blackburn Hamlet

Next to TD Canada Trust
Individual Personal Tax Return

and EFILE $39.99 per return
Small Business Tax Return
From $59.99 per return

If eligible you can have your refund on the spot
Taxi-cab operators are also welcome

For more information please call

(613) 841-1683

CLASSIFIED AD: Amplifier and Speakers, AKAI $285; Sofa, Loveseat and Chair (Dusty
rose, grey, cream) $875; Filing Cabinet $60; Table and Chairs (Immaculate Condition,
Cream) Cost $675 asking price $265. Call 613-824-3641
Classified ads/ cost per issue: 20 words or less $10/50¢ for each additional word.  (See page 4)

2666 B INNES ROAD (BESIDE BANK OF MONTREAL)
BLACKBURN SHOPPES �CALL 830-9584

Blackburn Barber Shop
Open 6 days a week
Mon–Fri. 9 am to 7 pm
Saturday 8 am to 6pm

By appointment
Accept walk-ins George Abboud

SENIOR’S SPECIAL — Monday to Wednesday
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Paul’s Painting
Interior and Exterior

Quality Work
Honest Reliable Service

Phone: 841-7087Paul Patenaude
10-2996 Orient Park Serving Blackburn since 1994

Badminton Dale Bemben  . . . . . . . .blackburnbc@yahoo.com
Baseball (Little League) Gerry Ferguson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-745-9303
Blackburn Art Group Margarete Froelich  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 613-824-6503
Blackburn Arena  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-824-5197
Blackburn Library  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 613-824-6926
Blackburn Community Hall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-841-7396
Bookings Jan Whitehouse  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-830-8644

Blackburn Duplicate Bridge Bill Durning  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-824-9593
Blackburn Hamlet Preschool  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-824-3251
Blackburn Guides/Brownies Shiela Millar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-590-7103
Blackburn Sparks Janet Berube  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-834-9145 
Blackburn Scouting Group Yola Tannous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-841-3033
Child Care Drop-In Myrian Pepin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-742-5500
Child Care No School Days  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-580-2400
Fifty Plus Group Sarah Cloutier  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-841-4114
Hockey (Blackburn Minor ) Wally Montpetit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-227-1122
Hockey (Mens) Roy Van Koughnett . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-824-3921
Les Guides Viviane Côté-Maxwell  . . . . . . . . . . . .613-837-1839
Le Club Optimiste Dominique Dufour-Jacques  . . . . . . .613-837-4645
Les Chansonniers Germain Asselin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-837-3883
Quilting Groups J. Maxwell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-841-6084

Joanne Bushel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-824-6524 
Mens Fastball Derek Bergeron  . . .bergeronderek@hotmail.com
Ringette Scrimmage (Tues.) Jane Ross  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-837-1504
Ringette Scrimmage (Wed.) Sue French  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-830-0684
St. Joseph Food Bank Bob and Pauline Giroux  . . . .11-2336 Orient Park 
Softball (Ladies) Nathalie Godard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-447-06018
Tennis Michel Haddad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-834-1269
Volleyball (Women-Competitive) Marg Walters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-830-8887

Life threatening emergency or crime in progress  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .911 
Police emergencies but not life threatening  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-230-6211
Crimestoppers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-233-8477
City of Ottawa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .311
Rainer Bloess, Councillor, City of Ottawa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .613-580-2472

Community Contacts

GUY TV REPAIRS
TV– VCR– MICROWAVE OVENS

Home Service Available

36 - 2288 ORIENT PARK DRIVE

BLACKBURN HAMLET

Guy Doré CALL: 837-3843

2384 Page Road

Support your businesses

General Maintenance & Repairs
Drywall Repairs & Painting

Windows, Doors & Trim
Kitchens, Baths & Basement

Landscaping (Hard & Soft)
Decks & Fencing

Roofing & Eavestroughs
Warranty • Free Estimates 

We can see Your Dreams

Daniel W. Parent
2519 Cleroux Crescent
Phone (613) 834-3180

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HIND-SIGHT CONSTRUCTION & RENOVATIONS

2506 Innes Road • 613-841-6715
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