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Brent Lawrie, VP of the BCA

Blackburn Hamlet has three excellent outdoor 
skating rinks that were opened this year on 
December 27, one of our earliest openings in recent 
years. There are three locations — Bearbrook Pool 
and Norman Johnston School, each of which hosts 
a large hockey rink and a puddle rink, and a third 
location off of Orient Park near the allotment 
gardens which hosts a medium-sized hockey rink. 
All of the rinks are in great shape, and have been 
quite busy with many outdoor hockey and skating 
enthusiasts. A reminder to all users of the outdoor 
rinks to please pick up your garbage, broken sticks, 
skate guards, dog poop, etc., and please note that no 
glass beverage containers are allowed on the property.

The BCA would like to thank all the volunteer 
rink caretakers:

● Bill Logan, Paul Graham and  
Charlie MacDonald at the Bearbrook rinks

● Paul VanBruinessen, Paul Graham, Mark 
Lister, Ali Yassine, Martin Souliere and  
Brent Lawrie at the Norman Johnston rinks.

● Bruce Laval at the Orient Park rink.
We would also like to thank all of our paid rink 

attendants (students within Blackburn), for keeping 
the rinks cleared of snow and seeing to the general 
tidiness of the areas.

Another great season for our  
outdoor rinks thanks to our volunteers

A special ‘Tip of the Hat’ to Paul Van Bruinessen, who 
worked with a welder to create his walking Zamboni to 
help flood the ice.

Bruce Laval volunteer caretaker of the Orient Park rink
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President’s message

Websites
www.BlackburnHamlet.ca 
www.BlackburnFunFair.ca

Facebook

Twitter
@BlackburnOttawa

• Blackburn Hamlet Community 
 Association–BCA
• Blackburn Hamlet Community
 Association

As the calendar flipped over 
to 2022, we welcomed January 
with our typically chilly winter 
weather. While many were 
likely disappointed as we 
dealt with the new lockdowns 
and restrictions, winter in the 
Hamlet is truly a gift, and 
reminds me of just how lucky 
we are in our little pocket 
of Ottawa. If you have any 
doubts, I think this edition of 
the BANAR will remind you 
to get outside, even when the 
temperature starts to drop!

While many dread those 
cold, cold nights, our team of 
rink volunteers (page 1) gets 
excited, braving the coldest 
nights to get out and provide 
us with three excellent rinks 
in the community. Our teams 
have done an amazing job at 
providing great ice conditions 
when our indoor rinks were 
shut down. 

For those looking to enjoy 
more of nature, we are very 
fortunate to have two groups 
maintaining ski trails in the 
community and surrounding 
area (Page 13).  Orleans Nordic 
Ski Club and Ski Heritage 
East both maintain amazingly 
groomed trails for skiers right 
to our back door and in many 
of the surrounding areas. Their 
teams of volunteers provide our 
community with easy access to 

the outdoors and all the beauty 
our green spaces provide year-
round!

This past year our BCA youth 
director, Maureen Forsythe, has 
taken it upon herself to engage 
our youth in the community 
and provide them with an 
outlet to let their creative juices 
flow. After organising youth 
to paint the beautiful mural 
on the community centre in 
2021 and organising the BCA 
Youth Poetry Prize, Maureen 
organized the BCA Very Short 
Story Prize (Page 10) and 
invited youth in our community 
to share their stories about 
growing up in today’s world.  
Take a read of the winning 
submissions on pages 10, 15 and 
25, we have some truly talented 
and amazing youth in our 
community!

I would like to finish by 
reminding you of our upcoming 
AGM meeting (Page 6) on 
March 24. We would love to 
have you join us virtually to 
hear about everything the BCA 
has been working on this past 
year and what the year ahead 
holds. For those looking to join 
the board and volunteer with 
the BCA, this is an excellent 
opportunity!

Mark Lister
BCA President 
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Time to renew your 
BCA membership! 
Your $10 annual membership helps support BCA activities 
such as the BANAR, representation to various levels of 
government, FunFair, Hockey Day, Canada Day, Santa’s 
Breakfast and many other initiatives for youth, seniors, 
and local groups Each membership is good for all family 
members living at the same address. 
To renew your BCA membership please email:
membership@ blackburnhamlet.ca

NAME: ________________________________________

TEL#: __________________________________________  

ADDRESS: _____________________________________

POSTAL CODE: _________________________________

EMAIL: ________________________________________

Mailing address: P.O. Box 47062, Ottawa K1B 5B0
President: Mark Lister president@blackburnhamlet.ca
Vice-President: Brent Lawrie vp@blackburnhamlet.ca
Secretary: Lynn Lefevre secretary@blackburnhamlet.ca
Treasurer: Lisa Margeson treasurer@blackburnhamlet.ca

BOARD
Beautification: Miriam Hampson beautification@blackburnhamlet.ca
City Liaison: Kiel Dixon kiel@blackburnhamlet.ca
Communications: Nina Ryan,  

Barbara Whittaker, Patrick Phillips  
& Dan Gosson communications@blackburnhamlet.ca

Community Liaison: Vacant 
Environment: Devon Ellis &  

Miriam Hampson enviro@blackburnhamlet.ca
Facilities and Operations: Brent Lawrie vp@blackburnhamlet.ca
Membership: Satinder Sahota membership@blackburnhamlet.ca
Parks: Kiel Dixon Kiel@blackburnhamlet.ca
Seniors: Don Kelly Seniors@blackburnhamlet.ca 
Rinks: Mark Lister parksandrinks@blackburnhamlet.ca
Transportation & Safety: Don Kelly safety@blackburnhamlet.ca
Youth: Maureen Forsythe youth@blackburnhamlet.ca

COMMITTEES
BANAR Editor: Kendra Brett banar@blackburnhamlet.ca
BANAR distribution: Joanne Smith joanneesmith@yahoo.ca
Climate Change: Anna-Sarah Eyrich climate@blackburnhamlet.ca
Community Hall: Pamela Barton hall@blackburnhamlet.ca
Tree Team: Sarah Morgan-White treeteam@blackburnhamlet.ca
Website: Steve Vesely webadmin@blackburnhamlet.ca

EVENTS
Bike Rodeo: Dave Garand transportation@blackburnhamlet.ca
Canada Day: Tracy Scott and  

Jason Wegner canadaday@blackburnhamlet.ca
Cancer Chase: Barbara Whittaker cancerchase@blackburnhamlet.ca
Funfair Chairperson: Vacant funfairchair@gmail.com
Santa’s Breakfast: Tracy Scott and  

Jason Wegner santasbreakfast@blackburnhamlet.ca

Blackburn Community Association (BCA)
BCA Board Meetings

The BCA has been holding their monthly Board 
meetings virtually since the beginning of the 
pandemic, and residents of Blackburn Hamlet 
are encouraged to participate. Virtual BCA 
Meetings are usually held on the third Thursday 
of each month from 7:30pm to 10pm. If you are 
a resident of the Hamlet and wish to sit in on a 
meeting, all you need to do is email secretary@
blackburnhamlet.ca to receive an invitation and 
the Zoom access code. Please remember that 
board meetings follow an agenda, so if you have 
any questions or topics that you wish to raise, 
please advise the secretary at least two (2) days 
prior to the meeting. 

Next BCA Meeting: Thursday Mar 17, 2022

Time to renew your 
BCA membership
The membership year is from July 1 to June 30 
every year. Each membership is good for 2 adults 
(who have voting privileges at the AGM) and any 
dependent family members living at the same 
address. 

To join the BCA or renew your BCA 
membership, please complete the form or send an 
email with the same information to membership@
blackburnhamlet.ca

Payment:
• By Mail: Cheque or cash amount of $10 mailed 
to BCA, P.O. Box 47062, Ottawa, ON K1B 5B0.
• By e-Transfer: $10 emailed to treasurer@
blackburnhamlet.ca, include your family name in 
the message box. You will receive an automated 
confirmation email from the bank indicating that 
your payment was received. 
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THE BANAR is published and delivered 
five times a year

to Blackburn homes and businesses to celebrate 
community and provide information on local 
programs and events (circulation 3500). BANARs 
are refilled at the Blackburn Library, Metro, and 
Shoppers Drugmart while quantities last as well 
as online at blackburnhamlet.ca.

BANAR submissions
Articles can be emailed in the body of an email 
or attached as a Word document. Original, high 
resolution photos (i..e, 300 DPI) to accompany 
articles can be submitted as email attachments. 
The BANAR Editor reserves the right to edit 
articles for length and comprehension. 

BANAR contact:
Kendra Brett at banar@blackburnhamlet.ca
or call 613-265-7661 

Please put “BANAR” in the subject of all emails.

ADVERTISING in the BANAR
Prices range from $40 to $300 per issue based on the 
size of the ad. Annual subscribers get 10% off.. Tax 
will be added to the invoice. Ads, photos, and PDFs 
are to be the correct size and high resolution (i..e, 300 
DPI). 

The BCA does not endorse nor guarantee 
products or services sent in for the BANAR nor take 
responsibility for the print or web quality, copyright 
infringements of photos, artwork or text provided by 
advertisers for the BANAR or BCA website. 

All payments and submissions are due by the deadline date.

 Cost  Cost
 per  per
Size issue year 
7.5 W x 9.5 H (full page)* $300 $1,350
7.5 W x 4.25 H* $140 $630
4.95 W X 2.75 H* $80 $360
3.65 W X 5.25 H* $100 $450
3.65 W X 4.25 H* $80 $360
3.65 W x 2.75 H $60 $270
3.65 W x 1.75 H (business card) $40 $180
* First time advertisers who purchase a subscription of 
ads marked with a star (*) receive a free half-page profile 
(225 words, written in the 3rd person, plus photo).

Circulation: 3,500

April BANAR Deadline:
March 17, 2022 

BANAR Delivery:
April 10, 2022 

For BCA updates go to 
BlackburnHamlet.ca

Banar BANAR 
delivery routes
Did you know that people of all ages 
can earn money delivering the BANAR? 
Currently all the BANAR routes are filled, 
but occasionally we need new individuals 
to fill in for routes or to take over the 
delivery of certain routes. Those interested 
in future available routes can email Joanne 
Smith joanneesmith@yahoo.ca for more 
information. 
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Our 2022 Annual General Meeting will be held 
on Thursday, March 24 at 7:30 pm. Participation 
is open to all residents of Blackburn Hamlet, 
however voting privileges are only for residents 
who have renewed their BCA membership at 
least seven (7) days prior to the meeting (BCA 
Memberships are valid from July 1 2021 to June 
30, 2022).

To ensure the health and safety of all, and to 
comply with provincial restrictions on social 
gatherings, our AGM will be held by way of a 
Zoom conference. You will be able to participate 
using your computer, smart phone or tablet, or by 
dialing in to a Toronto number with a standard 
phone if you prefer. While this may be a first for 
some of you, you will see that participating in 
our AGM by audio or video conference is quite 
easy. You’ll be able to follow the discussion and 
vote, just like you do at a normal AGM, but from 
the comfort of your home.You will also be able to 
ask questions at the end of each presentation.

The two main areas of discussion at the 

AGM will be a review of our 2021 activities and 
election of the board. Board positions include 
president, vice-president, treasurer, secretary 
and up to 11 directors. Our directors cover a 
number of different activities — some directors 
cover more than one area and other areas have 
multiple directors. If you are interested in joining 
the board, please submit your candidacy, with 
a short bio, by February 28, 2022 to secretary@
blackburnhamlet.ca. If more than one person 
stands for the position you seek, you will be 
asked to describe to the voters why you qualify.

You will find all documents for the AGM on 
our website (https://blackburnhamlet.ca/). 

To ensure the security of the Zoom meeting, 
participants will need to email secretary@
blackburnhamlet.ca at least three (3) days 
before the AGM in order to register. A link to the 
meeting will be sent to all registrants the day 
before the AGM.

We look forward to your active participation in 
this year’s AGM!

BCA Annual General Meeting (AGM)

CUSTOMER:

Diamond Dental
ISSUE:

BANAR February 2022
SIZE:

Half page

PROOF 1

•  Same-day appointments for 
emergencies

• Fillings, cleaning, extractions, 
wisdom tooth surgery, root canals

•  Sedation with laughing gas  
(nitrous oxide) available for  
anxious patients, oral sedation

•  Direct billing available on request 
Monday to Friday, 9-5, 

 (We follow ODA fee guide)

•  Free whitening (upon completion 
of other services)

• Top-of-the-line air-flow dental 
cleaning system available –  
the most modern, and efficient 
way of dental cleaning.   
Only available at a few other 
dental clinics in Ottawa

Payment plan available   

110 Bearbrook Rd., Blackburn Hamlet • diamonddentalclinic.ca

Dentistry is our 
profession, but people 
are our focus

Very friendly and professional! The whole staff is so 
kind and will put a smile on your face. They responded 
to my dental needs immediately. I am planning on 
switching my dentists because my experience was  
so great! — Joy Reyes

 Our staff can serve you in English, French , Arabic and Italian

Available for emergencies 
seven days a week

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS
To book an appointment call 613-424-1010

Text 613-296-1112 or email info@diamonddentalclinic.ca

We are waiting We are waiting 
to welcome youto welcome you

NEW
PATIENTS
WELCOME!

Open Mon to Friday 9:30am to 8:30pm • Saturdays by appointment
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By Maureen Forsythe, BCA Youth Director

Are you a senior in Blackburn Hamlet who could 
use a hand with light yard work and gardening 
this spring? If so, the BCA would like to hear 
from you!

As part of its overall youth engagement 
strategy, the BCA is creating new opportunities 
for local youth who would like to get outdoors 
this spring, have fun with their peers and 
support older residents in the wider community. 

If you could benefit from a young helping 
hand this spring, simply send an email to youth@
blackburnhamlet.ca to register. Once we have 
determined the number of older residents who 
are interested in this opportunity, we will seek 
to identify pairs of young people in the Hamlet 
who would be available to help you out for a few 
hours at a time. 

Youth will have the chance to socialize and 
be outside with their friends, while connecting 

with residents in the community and providing 
a much-appreciated service. This service will 
also count toward volunteer hours that students 
may be trying to build up to meet school 
requirements. 

A young helping hand for seniors in the Hamlet

CUSTOMER:

Richard Clancy
ISSUE:

February 2022
SIZE:

3.65 x 4.25

PROOF 2 - APPROVED
rickclancyar@yahoo.ca • 613-799-6309

RICHARD RICHARD 
CLANCYCLANCY
Specialist in 
Bathroom Makeovers

30+ Years Home 
Improvement Experience

Bathrooms • Carpentry • Renovations 
Repair • Tile • Drywall • Taping • Basements 
Doors & Trim • Finishing Specialist

Home Inspection Certifi cate • Insured
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Thinking of listing next Spring?  
Call us now to plan 

Let our expertise guide you 
Call the LB Home Team! 

 

Listing and selling properties in Blackburn Hamlet. 
COVID-19 protocols applied. Call us today! 

Brent Lawrie, Interim Co-Chair

This year will mark the 50th anniversary of 
Blackburn’s FunFair and the team is already 
working hard to have another great FunFair 
weekend for this Golden Anniversary. Planning 
is ongoing as we sort out the logistics and book 
the various events, entertainment, activities for 
all to enjoy. We have an excellent ensemble of 
volunteers on our FunFair committee but are 
always looking to add more great volunteers. 

We are still looking for someone to take on 
the key position as FunFair Chairperson, and 
whoever that is, will get lots of support to ensure 
a smooth transition for 2022 and future FunFairs. 
Consider joining our great organising committee, 
you’ll have a great time and meet lots of fantastic 
people. We can always use new ideas and energy, 
let me know where you would be interested in 
volunteering. You can email funfairchair@gmail.

com, also keep checking out our FunFair web 
page for all the latest updates at:  
www.blackburnfunfair.ca. 

Current FunFair volunteers include:

● Brent Lawrie & Trish Cloutier - Co-Chairs
● Steve Rathwell & Sonia Marcotte - Used 

Book Sale
● Mike Murphy & Kevin Wright - 

Entertainment
● Ilona Bartman & Garth Hampson - Parade
● Steve Vesely - Web Page and other support 

as needed.
● Cliff Seibel - Tickets
● Knights of Columbus - Pancake Breakfast
● Ben Charlebois - Treasurer
● Marc Charlebois & Club Optimiste- Food & 

BBQ

FunFair 2022 

50th anniversary! June 3 to 5

Continued on next page
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● Chris Shaeen - Metro Support
● Ali Yassine - Volunteers & 

Friday Beer Night
● Viviane Cote-Maxwell - Face 

Painting, Field Games
● Trish Cloutier & Judie 

Wheeland - Sponsorship, Silent 
Auction

● Nina Ryan - Social Media
● Brent Lawrie and Darlene 

Avelar - Facilities
● Ladies Softball - Beer Gardens
● Mark Lamoureux - External 

Support
● Erika Coghill & Nina Ryan - 

Fun Run
● Dianne Charlebois - Arena 

Showcase
● France Souliere - Friday Movie 

Night
● Dwayne Stevenson - Softball 

Tournament
●  Caitlin Cloutier and Laine Biro 

- Dog Show

Continued from previous page

Button from the 10th anniversary of FunFair in 1981
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 by Elizabeth Todd 
An alleyway cat 
strolls outside, 
her black fur 
making it easy to 
hide in shadows. 
She watches 
young children 
trudge by, and 
she notices 
something 
strange. A blue 
piece of cloth is 
upon their faces, 
while they stare 
at a small screen 
in front of them 

that emits light. She looks at the restaurant next 
to the sidewalk. “Out of business”, a small sign 
says. Hoping to see the stars dance among the 
darkness for a distraction, she gazes up. Instead, 
she watches black, toxic emissions cloud the sky. 
She lets out a loud cry, before being swallowed by 
the shadows. 

Winners of the BCA Very Short Story Prize 
by Maureen Forsythe, BCA Youth Director 

In December 2021, the BCA invited local youth 
aged 11 to 17 to write a very short story that 
reflected what it’s like, or what it means, to be 
growing up in today’s world. 

Eighteen aspiring young writers, aged 11 to 
13, took up the challenge! The BCA congratulates 
each one of them and hopes they will participate 
in upcoming writing contests. 

We are delighted to announce that the first 
place winner of the contest is Elizabeth Todd for 
her very short story “Melancholy Observations”. 
Her story is lyrical and unexpected and reflects a 
unique perspective on some of the realities facing 
young people today. Elizabeth is twelve years old 
and attends Emily Carr Middle School. She will 
collect a cash prize of $75. 

We are also proud to announce the following 
winning stories: “My Withering World” by 
Nura Rowhani; “A Special Day” by Taiki Kun 

and “Marcus and Online Pet Day” by Sophia 
Matthews. Each of these young writers will 
receive a cash prize of $25. 

Each short story was reviewed and scored by a 
panel of three independent judges, each of whom 
is a published author. The BCA extends a big 
thank you to each of them for volunteering their 
valuable time to support the contest. 

Special shout-out to volunteer Kate 
Beshiri, a grade eleven student, for designing 
and translating an original poster for the 
competition. 

Read Elizabeth’s winning story below, and 
other winning stories on pages 15 and 25 of this 
issue of the BANAR. 

Elizabeth Todd, first place winner 
for her short story “Melancholy 
Observations”.

Melancholy Observations
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The answers to this puzzle may be found by reading through the November 2021 and February 2022 issues of the BANAR. The first 
person to submit all of the correct answers to youth@blackburnhamlet.ca will have their name published in the next issue of the BANAR. 

Poems & Stories by Blackburn Youth
1

2 3

4 5 6

7

8 9

10

11 12

13

14

Across
4. What "hit hard like a thunderous storm" in Ivy's

poem?
5. Type of pet featured in "Marcus and Online Pet

Day"
8. She wrote the only French poem which was a

winning poem
9. Number of submissions to the short story contest

10. She wrote the poem "We Shall Not Fall"
11. She wrote "Marcus and Online Pet Day"
12. What Ethan was eating in "A Special Day"
14. She wrote the poem "Stronger Together"

   

Down
1. Type of cat featured in the story "Melancholy

Observations"
2. First word in the title of Elizabeth's story
3. Glimmers of what "are coming to light" in Nura's

poem?
6. The title of Ivy's poem
7. We may have to move to this planet in

"Unexpected"
11. Last word of the title of Chloe's poem
13. He wrote the humorous story "A Special Day"

Poems & Stories by Blackburn Youth
1

2 3

4 5 6

7

8 9

10

11 12

13

14

Across
4. What "hit hard like a thunderous storm" in Ivy's

poem?
5. Type of pet featured in "Marcus and Online Pet

Day"
8. She wrote the only French poem which was a

winning poem
9. Number of submissions to the short story contest

10. She wrote the poem "We Shall Not Fall"
11. She wrote "Marcus and Online Pet Day"
12. What Ethan was eating in "A Special Day"
14. She wrote the poem "Stronger Together"

   

Down
1. Type of cat featured in the story "Melancholy

Observations"
2. First word in the title of Elizabeth's story
3. Glimmers of what "are coming to light" in Nura's

poem?
6. The title of Ivy's poem
7. We may have to move to this planet in

"Unexpected"
11. Last word of the title of Chloe's poem
13. He wrote the humorous story "A Special Day"

Poems and 
stories by  

Blackburn youth
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Frank Roscoe

Many new or seasoned residents of Blackburn 
may be unaware of the Orleans Nordic Ski Club, 
and what they offer. The Orleans Nordic Ski 
Club runs a Learn to Ski program for youth and 
adults based out of the Hornet’s Nest. In addition 
to grooming and track setting trails from the 
toboggan hill parking lot to Tauvette St., the club 
grooms and track sets cross country ski trails 
at Mer Bleu west of Anderson Road and Pine 
Grove Forest off Leitrum Road. Ski instruction 
is provided by volunteers and all grooming and 
track setting is also done by a volunteer. 

These three ski areas have a total of more than 
22 kms of trail and are open 24/7 – there are 
no trail fees, although you can make donations 

to the club (onsc.ca).  Respectful multiple use: 
classic or diagonal stride skiing, snowshoeing, 
fat biking and walking are permitted. Use 
of dedicated groomed trails for walking and 
snowshoeing is encouraged, and when dedicated 
trails are not available, users are encouraged to 
use the centre portion of the trail and not to walk, 
snowshoe or fat bike on the ski tracks.  

Over the past several years, the ski club 
volunteers have brushed and cleared all the 
trails that the club grooms. In 2021, the NCC also 
did some work on the trails. The result: wide 
trails with room for ski tracks on each side and a 
walking portion in the middle between the two 
tracks. In this pandemic era, all users can safely 
socially distance while enjoying winter exercise 
during our wonderful Canadian winter. 

Orleans Nordic Ski Club provides ski trails 
right in Blackburn’s “back yard”

Ian Gadbois, President Ski Heritage East 

Don’t fear the winter, get out and enjoy it.  
Research has shown that our sense of well-being 
and peace of mind dramatically improve with 
outdoor physical activity. The Ski Heritage East 
Trail is a 40km multi-purpose winter recreation 
trail that is professionally groomed for classic and 
skate skiing, snowshoeing, fatbiking, and walking. 
Beginning at the Aviation Museum parking lot, it 
sweeps across the field, dipping down 
to follow the scenic Ottawa River 
past Blair Road to Green’s Creek. 
There it climbs up to the upper-level 
pathway and continues to Radis-
son in Orléans. There is a brief 500m 
stretch of road, after which the Trail 
continues uninterrupted to Trim 
Road. Parking is accessible at many 
points along the trail.

While people have bushwhacked a ski trail 
along the River for many years, Ski Heritage 
East began grooming with equipment in 2017, 
and the trail is now groomed 3 to 4 times a week. 
The backbone of our operation is our group of 
volunteer groomers. These hardy souls are on the 
trail with our workhorse snowmobiles and Ginzu 
groomers, often before you are awake. 

Ski Heritage East is a volunteer community 
organization that funds its operations through a 

mix of government support – the 
City and NCC combine to provide 
approximately 50% of our funding 
– private donations through our 
GoFundMePage (https://gofund.
me/842256db), and business and 
organization sponsorships. 

www.skiheritageeast.ca
https://www.facebook.com/

skiheritage.orleans.ontario

Ski Heritage East grooms a path to your doorstep
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• Corporate Law    • Business Law• Corporate Law    • Business Law
• Family Law (uncontested)• Family Law (uncontested)

Eric Cameron

Wildlife has certainly come back in a noticeable 
way during this pandemic, with less human 
activity bringing animals in bigger numbers 
and to new places. Coyotes are no exception to 
this trend, with dozens of reported sightings in 
Blackburn in early January. With more frequent 
sightings it’s a great idea to be informed as you 
may see them while you are out and about.

Coyotes get as large as medium-sized dogs. 
They can weigh from 20 to 50 pounds and grow 
as long as 32 to 37 inches in length from their 
snout to rump, with another 16 inches for their 
tail.

Coyotes are not picky and will eat small prey 
such as mice and rabbits, as well as fruit and 
insects. They’re no stranger to our food scraps 
either! Coyotes can take advantage of garbage, 
pet food, and other foods that are left outside of 
the home. They typically avoid human contact, 
as we’re much larger and threatening, but are 
known to hunt pets, such as cats and small dogs.

While coyotes were only responsible for 367 
attacks on humans from 1977 to 2015 in Canada 
and the US, it is a good idea to know how to act 
in a close encounter. Avoid turning your back 
on an aggressive coyote. You want to be a threat 
and can do this by standing tall and waving your 

arms while shouting. If you have small children 
or animals you will want to pick them up so they 
appear less vulnerable. Back away slowly while 
continuing to shout with waving arms. The most 
effective way to prevent attacks locally is to avoid 
feeding them indirectly. A good example would 
be not leaving out food for pets or having open 
garbage cans. 

With more people spending time at home, we 
will be expecting to see the sightings continue. So 
keep your eyes out for our new neighbours. 

Editor’s Note: Thanks, also, to Heather Mieske, 
who shared that over the past couple of months 
there have been many sightings of coyotes reported 
within Blackburn Hamlet on our streets and 
surrounding forests, at all hours of the day and 
night. Heather even saw coyotes while out walking 
her dog!

For more tips for dealing with coyotes, visit the 
City of Ottawa website: 

https://ottawa.ca/en/living-ottawa/
environment/wildlife/contacts-wild-life-
issues#coyotes

Your friendly neighbourhood coyotes…



February 2022  The BANAR • 15

Councillor Laura Dudas

Living in an urban setting, surrounded by natural 
greenspace, Blackburn Hamlet residents are 
acutely aware of the importance of living with 
wildlife. It’s an integral part of what makes this 
community so special. 

But living with nature on our doorstep also 
requires a level of understanding about how to 
approach situations where wildlife, humans, 
and our pets collide. Here in Blackburn, coyote 
sightings have been widely reported, not just in 
wooded areas or fields, but on streets and along 
pathways. 

I heard from many of you about the need for 
clarity around what to do when you see a coyote 
and who to contact if an issue with wildlife occurs. 

That’s why I was so pleased to see the 
incredible turnout at my recent information 
session on “Living with Coyotes and Wildlife” 
featuring expert speakers from Coyote Watch 
Canada and the City of Ottawa. It was an 
opportunity for the many residents to ask 
questions, learn more about the behaviour of 
coyotes, and other wildlife, and how to address 
interactions safely and properly.

Thank you to everyone who attended and 
asked such insightful questions. It’s clear that 
we all care deeply about living in harmony with 
wildlife. 

For anyone who was not able to attend the 
session, I’ve posted some of the information that 
was shared on my website at www.LauraDudas.
ca/living-with-wildlife/. 

Interesting and helpful information shared during 
Living with Coyotes Session 

NOTICE OF CORRECTION: In the November 2021 BANAR, we accidentally omitted the last 
line in one of the winning poems from the BCA Youth Poetry Prize, and we are reprinting the poem  
in its entirety here. Our sincere apologies to Shanika for this mistake. 

My Withering World by Nura Rowhani 

Down trails and golden fields we ride, until the sound of rushing water fills our ears. Our path is 
severed by a broad river, the only way across: a thin log. With adrenaline coursing through our 
veins, we cross, mud slick at our soles. Lilies envelop us in a sweet cloud of fragrance. Sunlight 
streams through canopies, engulfing us in warmth. For hours we craft crowns, entwining flowers in 
full bloom. Vibrant hues dotting the sea of green fade into a barren asphalt wasteland. The tranquil 
joviality of the forest eludes me in the cluttered commotion of the city. I weep. 

La Pandémie pour moi
by Shanika Parent

Je ne peux plus respirer
Quand je suis masquée
Encore un autre deux ans
Ça ne durera pas trop longtemps.

Déjà un changement de routine a repris
Encore un peu d’espoir
Je sors mon dernier masque de l’armoire
Maintenant je peux jouer avec mes amies.

Mon masque est rose
Mais la vie est mauve
Attache ta tuque avec de la broche
Car l’hiver va se passer toute croche.

Le vaccin ne fait pas mal
Il est petit comme un pépin et goute les raisins
Ça ne fera pas trop longtemps au total
J’ai hâte de donner des câlins.
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The BCA Environment 
Committee is pleased to present 
some exciting updates to start 
2022! In addition to maintaining 
our current portfolio of 
activities, including the 
beautification of our community 
and organizing the community 
clean-up day, we have formally 
established two sub-committees 
— the Tree Team and the 
Climate Change Team. 

The Tree Team, established in 
2019, will continue its important 
work maintaining and 
enhancing the tree canopy in 
Blackburn Hamlet. Trees bring 
innumerable benefits to our 
community — they help filter 
air and reduce air pollution; 
improve ecosystem resilience; 
stabilize soil and water levels; 
mitigate temperature extremes; 
provide habitat for many 
creatures, and trees are closely 
associated with improved 
mental and physical health. The 
Tree Team welcomes everyone 

and is a group that brings 
together individuals committed 
to protecting Blackburn 
Hamlet’s natural environment, 
and increasing tree canopy and 
greenspace. 

The Climate Change Team 
is launching with a primary 
focus on sharing information 
on climate change — both in 
general and specific to our 
community. This will include 
information related to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions; 
adapting to a changing climate 

in which extreme weather 
events are more frequent; and 
to other climate-change related 
concerns, such as improving 
our buildings and the impact 
of climate change on mental 
health. The team will also 
begin exploring opportunities 
for future projects in the 
community for those interested.
Climate change affects us all, 
albeit in different ways, and we 
are all part of the solution. 

The BCA Environment 
Committee is excited to kick 
off 2022 with you. If you 
are interested in being more 
involved in any of our work or 
if you have ideas you’d like to 
share, please get in touch! We 
are always keen to receive ideas 
and to have volunteers help us 
implement our work. You can 
find us at: 
• Environment@
blackburnhamlet.ca
• TreeTeam@blackburnhamlet.ca
• Climate@blackburnhamlet.ca

BCA Environment Committee 

Introducing Environment Committee updates!



February 2022  The BANAR • 17



18 • The BANAR February 2022

Barbara Whittaker, 
Co-Chair, Blackburn Hamlet Cancer Chase 2022

On a grey afternoon last October, I attended the 
online funeral for a dear aunt, who had just lost 
her long battle with cancer. After the service, I 
began drafting a list of cherished friends and 
family members who had also fought the disease. 
In two short minutes, I had a list of more than 
20 people. Saddened, I thought about what their 
fights had meant to them, their families and all 
those who loved them.

During the BCA Board meeting that evening, 
a call was made for someone to chair the 2022 
Blackburn Hamlet Cancer Chase. While I don’t 
generally believe in “signs,” this certainly felt 
like one – a very personal one – so I put my 
name forward. With guidance from my Co-Chair 
Don Kelly, the preliminary work then began: 
files were transferred, plans were drafted and 
applications were submitted. 

To  date, our community has raised over 

$250,000 for the fight against cancer. The 
commitment and generosity of the participants, 
volunteers and sponsors to the success of past 
fundraising events simply cannot be understated.

To keep the momentum going, the BCA is 
pleased to announce that the Blackburn Hamlet 
Cancer Chase 2022 will take place this fall! This 
family-oriented activity will include the 5K 
walk/run around the beautiful Hornet’s Nest 
Park and Green’s Creek area, a silent auction, and 
other fun activities. The target date is Sunday, 
September 25, 2022, so mark it in your calendars. 
Tell your family and friends, and come out to 
help us raise much-needed funds for cancer 
research in Ottawa.

Planning for the Cancer Chase is underway and 
we need your help! If you would like to join the 
team as a volunteer or sponsor, please contact us by 
email at cancerchase@blackburnhamlet.ca. It takes 
many people to make this event a success, and all are 
welcome!

We need you for Cancer Chase ’22!
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By Jamie Sharkey 

Love is in the air this holiday season in the 
Hamlet! I met my fiancée Emily 10 years ago 
and instantly fell head over heels in love. 
Beautiful, smart, a great sense of humour and 
a damn fine cook, I knew she was “the one” 
pretty early on in our relationship! In 2010 we 
became proud owners of our very first home 
here in Blackburn, only five doors down from 
where I grew up! We’ve had the pleasure of 
being a part of this wonderful community for 
almost 12 years now. I wanted to do something 
special for a proposal, so I decided to combine 
2 things I love & respect: the Hamlet & my 
dearest Emily! On November 27th, in the 
heart of “downtown” Blackburn, I dropped 
to one knee and made it official! The corner 
of Bearbrook & Innes will now hold a special 
place in my heart for many years to come, a 
reminder of not only my love for my Fiancée, 

but the love I have for this community as well. 
Emily, I love you more than life itself. I cannot 
wait to spend the rest of our lives together 
living out, our very own, Blackburn Love 
Story...

Blackburn love story



20 • The BANAR February 2022

By Stephen Fanjoy

Despite the disruption of the 
pandemic, recent years have 
seen more tree-program activity 
in the Hamlet since perhaps the 
early days of its development. 
And the person who has led 
this, by charm and by example, 
is BCA Tree Team founder Sarah 
Morgan-White. 

Like more than a few 
people here, Sarah is a second-
generation Blackburn resident. 
Born and raised here, she 
returned with her husband 
Kevin to raise their young 
family. Sarah had many reasons 
to return to her roots but one of 
them was our trees. 

As a child, Sarah’s 
grandfather often took her for 
walks in the wooded parks we 
are blessed to have. He owned 
a sawmill in Quebec and knew 
the forest well. His manner and 
knowledge made him a perfect 

teacher for this inquisitive 
child. Not only did Sarah learn 
about plants and animals, she 
developed a life-long love of 
nature, as well as an ability to 
nurture this in others.

“I joined the BCA because 
I wanted to help our local 
environment. I am passionate 
about climate change, urban 
forest health and resiliency, 
and limiting invasive species,” 

said Sarah. “What started as 
an idea and a blank slate has 
grown into a volunteer group 
of 31 people who are making a 
difference.” 

Because of Sarah’s initiative, 
Blackburn now has an audio 
interpretive trail for Harold 
Diceman Park, the city’s Trees 
in Trust program has been 
heavily promoted, and a multi-
year campaign against invasive 
species, including the LDD 
moth infestation, has begun. A 
big seedling giveaway was held 
last year with the support of 
Ecology Ottawa. Working with 
local schools, dozens of trees 
now have a new home with 
many kids that care. These are 
just a few highlights.

Want to reach Sarah, learn 
more or get involved? Go 
to www.facebook.com/
BHTreeTeam or send a note to 
treeteam@blackburnhamlet.ca .

Sarah with her boys Charles and Alexandre tending the trees at École Sainte- 
Marie. 

Blackburn Tree Talk 

Introducing Sarah Morgan-White
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SERVING THE 
COMMUNITY 
FOR ALMOST 
20 YEARS

ottawafamilydentist.com

•  IV and nitrous oxide sedation
•  Implant and cosmetic dentistry
•  Hygiene appointments
• Wisdom teeth removal and surgery
•  Oral cancer screening
•  New patients and nervous patients 

welcome
•  Evening appointments

CALL US NOW
Tel: (613) 834-5959 

2668A Innes Road
Gloucester, ON  K1B 4Z5

w
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Brent Lawrie, VP of the BCA

The BCA puts on a variety of annual events and 
activities that require equipment such as signs, 
BBQs, tents, fencing, stage pieces, lighting and 
electrical equipment, a utility trailer, and many 
other items we have amassed over the years. In 
the past we were fortunate to be able to store 
these items inside of two lockers that were part 
of the Blackburn Arena. However, due to the 
arena renovations and the removal of those 
storage lockers, the BCA had to find an alternate 
storage solution. Once the arena construction 
was completed, the city allocated space behind 
the arena to place two 20’ shipping containers 
for our storage needs. The containers give us the 
much-needed storage to help us organize our 
equipment and allow us to be more efficient in 
accessing the various items we need on different 
occasions. The BCA also lends out various items 

to associations within Blackburn Hamlet, such 
as Scouts and Guides, and has collaborated with 
other local community groups, such as Bradley 
Estates, lending equipment to help with their 
activities, while reducing their operating costs. 

The BCA would like to extend our gratitude to 
the many businesses, people and organizations 
that helped us complete this project:

● Just Food, for allowing us to store one of 
our containers on their property while the ren-
ovations were being completed.

● Trish Cloutier, Steve Vesely, George Bartman 
and Bill Taylor for organizing cleaning and 
inventory.

● The Friends of Mer Bleue for helping to 
purchase a second shipping container through 
their Community Fund Program.

● Blair Walker of Lafarge Canada for donating 
thirteen yards of crushed gravel to make the base 
foundation for the containers.

● John and Jamie Sharkey of Sharkey 
Renovations for preparing the site and 
compacting the gravel to make the base.

● J & S Service Station for fixing our utility 
trailer used to load and unload the containers.

● Nick Richmond of Tow Kings for moving the 
container from Just Food to the new site.

● Toni and Marty Prigli, great neighbours who 
helped unload and reload the container be-fore 
and after the move.

● Chris Shaeen and Metro for supplying the 
high security locks for the two containers.

● The City of Ottawa and the Lois Kemp arena 
staff for allocating the needed space.

New BCA 
equipment storage

We now have two 20’ shipping containers located behind 
the Lois Kemp arena for our BCA storage. 
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By Miriam Hampson, 
BCA Environment Committee

Blackburn Hamlet is so fortunate to be surrounded 
by a beautiful Greenbelt and numerous park 
spaces. In the long months of COVID, the many 
nature trails available in the community have 
been a sanity-saver to many. This winter, many 
are braving the cold and venturing out with skis, 
snow shoes, skates, and winter boots to experience 
the wonderful outdoors available at our doorstep. 
It is a great way to lift one’s spirits while getting 
some fresh air and exercise! 

Here are a few tips (and reminders) how we 
can continue to share and enjoy these incredible 
green spaces and trails together. Knowing the 
proper etiquette and rules for use helps keep 
these trails safe for skiers, snow shoers, and 
hikers alike:

1. Don’t hike or snowshoe on groomed ski 
trails — snowshoes and boots can create holes 
in the snow and create dangerous conditions 
for skiers. There is often ample room to the 

side of these groomed ski trails for walkers and 
snowshoers.

2. Share the trail — step out of the trail to 
allow for faster skiers to pass. If you stop to take 
in the view or to rest, move out of the way so the 
trail is free for others.

3. Take care of your pet — pets are generally 
allowed on the walking or hiking trails (not 
ski trails) as long as they are leashed. Please 
remember to pick up after your pet and bring 
your bag home! If your dog poops, please 
scoop…even if no one is looking! 

4. Leave no trace — It is always nice to have 
a snack or drink while outdoors. Please take your 
trash back home where you can dispose of it 
properly.

5. Be courteous and considerate — 
Remember, everyone is out there to have a good 
time! A smile or a quick hello go a long way! It is 
also important that we are aware of the natural 
habitats and ecosystems in our environment. Let’s 
be as unobtrusive as possible so that all users can 
enjoy a safe and pleasant outdoor experience.

Tips for sharing winter trails
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We have a new art installation 
at the library to brighten up 
these grey winter months! 
Through a partnership between 
OPL and MASC, Artist C.J. 
Fleury, with the help of some 
local Blackburn Hamlet older 
adults, created a beautiful piece 
of art that is featured in the 
lobby of our branch. Please come 
and check out their hard work!

We are not able to offer in-
person programs in the library 
at this time, but we have all sorts 
of online activities for adults, 
teens and kids on our website at 
https://biblioottawalibrary.ca. 

Volunteers Needed 
for Mille-Feuilles
The used book shop is re-
opening!! We are looking for 
adult volunteers to help with 
the FOPLA used book shop at 
the Blackburn Hamlet Library. 
2-4 hours/week. Please call us 
at 613-580-2940

Awesome Authors 
Youth Writing Contest 
Open to youth ages 9-18. 
Showcase your literary talent 
for a chance to win cash prizes 
and have your work published 
in the Pot-pourri anthology. 
You can submit a work in each 
of the six categories: poetry, 
short story, comic, poésie, 
nouvelle and bande dessinée. 
Hurry, you have until Friday, 
February 25, 2022 to send us 
your submission(s).For the 
complete rules, see the online 
submission form. To learn 
more, visit the contest page 
(https://biblioottawalibrary.ca/
en/awesome-authors-youth-
writing-contest-2022). 

March Break
Stay tuned for exciting online 
programming to educate and 
entertain kids during their 
winter break!

Our very own 
YouTube channel! 
Did you know that we now 
have our very own YouTube 
channel? Discover all sorts 
of fun videos in English and 
French for kids, teens and 
adults. https://www.youtube.
com/user/BiblioOttawaLibrary

Online Bilingual Storytime / 
Heure du conte bilingue  
en direct
Join us online for live stories, 
songs and rhymes, for children 
of all ages. • Rejoignez-nous 
en direct pour des histoires, 
des chansons et des comptines, 
pour les enfants de tous âges. 
Wednesday, Jan 26, 2022 at 
10:30am / until Jun 08, 2022

Library Hours 
Closed Friday, April 2 and 
Monday, April 5.

We are currently operating 
under modified hours, but 
please see our website for 
updates. 

Monday 10 am - 6 pm
Tuesday 1 pm - 8 pm
Wednesday 10 am - 6 pm
Thursday 1 pm - 8 pm
 Friday 1 pm - 6 pm
Saturday 10 am - 5 pm
Sunday Closed

The book drop is now available 
24/7. 

Call us at 613-580-2940 for 
assistance.

What’s happening at the 
Blackburn Library?
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A Special Day 
by Taiki Kun 
Ethan was sitting at the 
dinner table eating his 
Nutella coated waffle, as 
he did every morning, 
when his sister Olivia 
came and sat in the chair 
next to him with a smile 
on her face. “What’s got 
you so excited?” Ethan 
asked his sister. She 
simply replied, “It’s a 

special day for me”, at which point a loud bang 
resonated from Olivia’s room. Ethan turned 
around, surprised, and went to check in the 
room. He started going up the stairs but went 
only a few steps before Olivia started laughing. 
She took Ethan’s waffle and simply said: 
“April’s fool!” 

Marcus and Online 
Pet Day 
by Sophia Matthews 
“Today’s the day,” thought 
Marcus. Yesterday Mrs. 
Wendy told her class 
about online pet day. 
Marcus knew it wouldn’t 
go well because of his 
dog Georgia. She was a 
puppy and went to the 
bathroom often. As his 
turn approached, he got 

more and more nervous. Marcus got through 
most of his turn, but at the end, he felt something 
on his pants. “Oh Georgia,” thought Marcus. He 
suddenly could feel his face getting red and hot. 
But even as he turned off his camera he could 
hear the giggles of his classmates getting louder 
every second. 

Taiki Kun Sophia Matthews
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Kendra Brett, BANAR Editor

To play: without showing the story to the other 
players, one player, the READER, asks the other 
players to give them the words to fill in the blanks 
(based on what the space calls for, e.g., noun, adjective, 
verb). The READER then reads the completed story 
based on the words provided. 

Did you hear the ___________ (adjective) news? 
The Blackburn Hamlet _________ (adjective) Fair 
is going to be back in 2022! Growing up in 
_____________ (place) in the _____________ (decade, 
plural), I have a lot of _____________ (adjective) 
memories of the ___________ (adjective) Fair. 

When I was ____________ (adjective), one 
of my favorite activities was the ___________ 
(number) legged race. In this event, ___________ 
(number) of our _________ (body part, plural) 
were tied together, and we tried to __________ 
(verb) as __________ (adverb, ending in ‘ly’) as 
possible to the finish line. I even remember 
getting a __________ (noun) for winning the race. 
I also used to enjoy the ___________ (animal) 
ride around the ____________ (noun) field, and 
___________ (verb ending in ‘ing’) the ___________ 
(animal, plural) and ___________ (animal, plural) at 
the ___________ (verb ending in ‘ing’) zoo. 

Another family favourite was the ___________ 
(food) breakfast, where you could enjoy heaps 
of  ___________ (food, plural) covered in 
____________ (adjective)____________ (liquid). 
Although I’m sure it’s a ____________ (adjective) 
event to clean up after, it’s a ____________ 
(adjective) way to start the day’s festivities! And I 
can’t forget the parade down _________________
(street)! I love to see all the ______________ 
(noun, plural) decorated for the festivities, and 
___________ (verb ending in ‘ing’) at everyone as 
they __________ (verb) down the street. 

Now that I’m older, I enjoy the ____________ 
(liquid) tent on ____________ (day of the week) 
night behind the Community ___________ (noun). 
It’s a ____________ (adjective) place to drink 
some ____________ (noun, plural), catch up with 
__________ (noun, plural) from the community, 
and listen to some ____________ (adjective) music. 
Sometimes there is even karaoke, where we get 
the chance to ____________ (adverb,ending in 
‘ly’)____________(verb) our favourite songs. 

And of course, the evening always ends with 
a BANG! with the _____________ (noun, plural) 
display. Everyone gathers around to see the 
_____________ (noun, plural) light up the sky 
with ____________ (adjective) bursts and colorful 

displays. I look forward to 
seeing everyone at ___________ 
(adjective) Fair 2022!

BANAR Family Fun Corner

February funny fill-in
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BLACKBURN 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

613-830-9584 6 DAYS a WEEK
2666-B Innes Rd. Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm
Ottawa, ON  K1B 4Z5 Saturday: 8am-6pm
Proudly serving the community for over 25 years

YOUR AD 
COULD 

BE HERE!
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